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LAS VEGAS — This is a 
city to live the high life. It 
is a top speed, high stakes 

kind of life where kicking up 
your heels and stepping into the 
unknown gives you an adrenaline 
explosion like no other.

No, I’m not talking about the 
regular Las Vegas world where hot-
blooded poker, the fortune of craps 
and the computer-guided tumble 
of fruit and number combinations 
hold the knee-trembling promise 

to set you free from your day 
job. I’m talking true adventure 
— Nevada style — where fresh 
air, blue skies and wind in your 
hair (if you still have some) 
give you that different kind of 
freedom that comes with living 
in the moment.

That’s the reason I was 
lathered in factor-70 sun-
screen, strapped into a harness 
and zip lining on a thick cable 
20 metres above the desert 
floor of Bootleg Canyon. 

I hit speeds of 60 mph. Hold-
ing my legs wide and high, I 
hurtled towards the red dot that 
was my guide, almost invisible 
400 metres away on the landing 
platform. I was scared.

We’d left the jingle jangle 
air-conditioned world of neon 
early in the morning to seek out 
adventure just a few short miles 
from the Strip. There was giddi-
ness, euphoria and not just a little 
apprehension among fellow pas-
sengers as we drove out across the 
desert to nearby Boulder City, just 
35 km southeast of Vegas.      

The Flightlinez Bootleg 
Canyon course (www.flightli-
nezbootleg.com) has more than 
2.5 kilometres of zip lines that 
offer four unique runs across 
Red Mountain. It is a guided tour 
that can take up to 2.5 hours. It 
includes a van ride to the top of 
the mountain, where guests have 
a 10-15 minute hike to the first 
platform, about 1,000 metres 
above sea level. From this point, 
there is a series of four separate 
zip lines that will bring you back 
down the mountain over the 
canyons. 

My successful landing on 
the first run was followed by 
other neophytes feeling their 

own levels of fear change to pure joy as 
our expert Flightlinez guides unhooked us 
from our cable lines and led us out to the 
next launch platform. It felt like we’d hit 
the Las Vegas jackpot.

No question, Vegas is great. How can 
you argue with the 42 million people who 
come here annually to flirt with lady luck 
and spend a few days in the greatest and 
most glittering show city on Earth?  

The huge range of hotels, dining op-
portunities, shopping attractions and all the 
shows on tap bring folks from around the 
globe. While pretty well everyone with a 
Vegas luggage tag will spend a few bucks 
in the casinos, the serious high rollers are 
in the minority.  

It’s not all about staying financially 
afloat at the gaming tables. After my fun 
on the zip line, I took my outdoor spirit up 
a notch in the afternoon, heading for the 
open waters of Lake Mead to explore the 
largest man-made lake in the U.S. Formed 
by the Hoover Dam, Lake Mead supplies 
the water and electrical power to Las 

Vegas and other communities, as well as 
being a major recreational area. 

I’d signed on with Desert Adventures 
(www.kayaklasvegas.com), an outdoors 
outfitter in Boulder City that specializes in 
helping people like me explore the massive 
lake. I was part of a guided tour, each of us 
paddling individual kayaks and led by an 
expert guide named Reid.

As we made our way around the net-
work of islands, never too far away from 
shore, Reid took us a verbal tour of the 
local landscape. Formed when the mighty 
Hoover Dam was completed on the Colo-
rado River in 1935, Lake Mead is a blue 
oasis in the middle of an arid desert. It is 
lucky if there are 100 millimetres of rain 
here in a year.

Reid pointed skywards to a solitary red-
tail hawk catching thermals as it scanned 
the rocky shoreline for any lunch potential. 
Lizards, like the chubby chuckwallas, 
seemed to be successfully hiding as the 
raptor disappeared overtop a cliff face. 
Also hidden were the region’s big horn 
sheep, although later, back on land, we did 
find a herd grazing in an irrigated Boulder 
City park.

There are so many outdoor spins you 
can add to a Las Vegas getaway. Horse-
back riding, mountain biking, desert hik-
ing, off-road tours and rock climbing can 
be part of any planned itinerary out of this 
gambling city. Just check with your travel 
agent.  

It was early evening when I got back 
to my hotel, and amid the air-conditioned 
chill casino life was buzzing. The noise, 
colour and the patrons, their faces lit by 
the blur of flitting numbers and assorted 
fruits, held a compelling attraction for me 
as I walked across the plush carpet to the 
elevator. 

My outdoor day of zip lining and kayak-
ing had been thrilling, but back on the ca-
sino floor — the ground zero for gamblers 
— there was a different kind of electricity 
in the air. As I punched the elevator button, 
I made a decision. A quick shower and 
some fresh duds, and I knew I could be part 
of the scene in a half-hour, no sunscreen 
required.
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Incoming zip liners get the thumbs up from the Flightlinez crew as they ready themselves to come in for landing  
on the platform at Bootleg Canyon in Boulder City (Photos by Peter Wilson) 

The quiet beauty of Lake Mead, an oasis in the desert

Living the high life
outdoors in Nevada

PETEr 
WILSON
Travel

December 1-17, 2014 
“Southernmost Wonders”

Buenos Aires to Valparaiso  
(Santiago Chili)

Join our hosts 
Sharon & Friets Kaendo

 on board The Elegant Marina!

Enjoy life on board this mid-size ship, enjoy the fi nest cuisine
 at sea, onboard is a Country Club casual ambince 

(tuxedos and gowns never required)

Visit some amazing ports of call with plenty of time to explore.

Call us today for more details and to reserve your stateroom

306-956-3000

Maritime Mosaic & Newfoundland
One of the most comprehensive tours of Atlantic Canada 
– this tour doesn’t miss a thing! Nova Scotia with south 
shore, New Brunswick and Acadia coast, PEI and the 
Red Beaches, Cape Breton and the Cabot Trail, plus 
7 days in Newfoundland – Gros Morne, Viking Trail,  

Twillingate and St. John’s. 

Departure Dates
September 3 - 22, 2014 - 20 days / 19 nights

Some Highlights: Halifax & St John’s, Whale & Wildlife 
cruise, Peggy’s Cove, Grand Pre National Historic Site, 
Hopewell Rocks, Magnetic Hill, Fortress of Louisbourg 

National Historic Site, Gros Morne National Park, 
L’Anse aux Meadows, Long Point Lighthouse, Prime 

Berth Fishing Museum, Terra Nova National Park

Book Now! Call us at  306.956.3000
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