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Dear Lianne, 
The holidays are upon us again and I 

am still alone. I dread this time of year and 
wish I could just sleep until it is over. What 
is a girl like me to do when I have no family 
in town and no boyfriend? This has been 
happening year after year. What do you 
suggest?  
— Alone

Dear Alone,
It is obvious to me that you need to take 

steps to make changes in your life. I will be in 
town interviewing new clients Dec. 10 to Dec. 
12 and Jan. 27 to Jan. 30. It is important to 
understand that working with a matchmaker is 
not a quick fix. A good matchmaker will only 
introduce you to those who have long-term po-
tential. Feel free to call me at 1-204-888-1529 
and we can discuss the possibilities of you 
becoming a member of Camelot Introductions. 
You must be a non-smoker and able to pass a 
criminal record check. For this holiday season, 
why don’t you make it all about others? Con-

tact homeless shelters, soup kitchens or other 
locations where you may be able to volunteer 
and assist others in enjoying the holidays. 
In turn you will be busy and likely enjoy the 
season by helping others. 

(Lianne will be in Saskatoon interviewing 
new clients from Dec. 10 to Dec. 12, and from 
Jan. 27 to Jan. 30. Call 1-204-888-1529 to 
book your appointment. Questions for this col-
umn should be sent to camelotintroductions@
mymts.net.) 

I don’t want to be lonely during the holidays

lIANNE 
TREGOBOV
Matchmaker

PAHRUMP, NEVADA — 
Here we were drinking cold 
beer on the deck of our RV re-
sort cottage at the still point on 
the map between the noisiest 
and the most soundless loca-
tions in North America.

About 90 kilometres to the 
east of our comfortable perch 
was Las Vegas. Down the 
highway, about 70 kilometres 
to the northwest, was Death 
Valley. I was at the geographi-
cal halfway point between 
Mother Nature and the awesome power 
of neon. 

With 36,000 residents at the last census, 
Pahrump has become the unofficial base 
camp for tourists resting up for the differ-
ent challenges and adventures delivered 
by the town’s neighbouring two solitudes. 
About an hour’s drive towards the glow in 
the east, Celine and her chorus line were 
doing their thing. Above me, stretching far 
to the west, the full panoply of stars strut-
ted their heavenly stuff for all to see.    

I had just come back from a pleas-
ant dinner at one of the town’s casinos, a 
much more muted kind of glitter than the 
Vegas casinos. With excellent quality beer 
on tap at $4 for a foaming half-litre glass, 
Pahrump prices were also way more muted 
than in show city.    

In this frame of mind, I sipped my beer 
and once again looked up at the star-
crowded night sky. The heat of the day was 
slipping away. The only reminder of the 

peak 100 degrees we’d reached 
was from the reassuring hum of 
the air conditioner coming from 
my small but cozy one-bedroom 
cottage. It’s also good to know 
that since the elevation is higher, 
the weather in Pahrump is typi-
cally three to five degrees cooler 
than Las Vegas.

I could also hear the soft 
sound of a distant water filter 
working away in the park’s 
shaded swimming pool. A light 
breeze began to blow in from 

the desert as I made myself more comfort-
able in my chair, delaying the time I would 
have to hit the sack for my morning depar-
ture. It was a feel-good moment. This was 
a place I could get used to, I thought.

 During the winter months, snowbirds 
get used to this place. Despite the fact that 
there are about 1,300 RV spots and a vari-
ety of hotel and motels to choose from, the 
local RV parks and hotels fill up quickly 
with long-term winter escapees from the 
north. It’s not only the nearby attractions 
of Las Vegas and Death Valley National 
Park that draw folks here; shopping is 
another lure.

There are numerous sunny parking 
lots along the main drag, where shopping 
centres rub shoulders with RV parks, sat-
ellite dish dealers and casinos. You’ll find 
a terrific Albertson grocery store on this 
strip, its resident Starbucks doing a brisk 
trade with the numerous tourist buses 
that stop by on their way between Vegas 

and Death Valley. The store also stocks a 
huge variety of beer options, along with 
liquor that’s cheaper than you’ll find in 
duty free. 

Besides the mandatory golf courses, 
casinos and Mojave Desert scenery the 
town offers, not to mention the almost con-
stant year-round sunshine, there are a few 
surprise attractions that attract tourists.

There are two wineries in town. They 
not only have tasting rooms, but also offer 
a variety of concerts and cookouts along 
with on-premises sales outlets. Another 
popular draw is the Spring Mountain Mo-
torsports Ranch, a 193-acre facility with 
a state-of-the-art race track where drivers 
can hone their skills.   

Pahrump has had a few notable resi-
dents over the years, including Michael 
Jackson. The star purchased a home in 
the area in 2008, where he briefly had a 

home studio and home schooled his three 
children. 

Certainly, Pahrump has little romance 
in its name, but you can’t help what you’re 
given. Named by early settlers in the late 
1800s after the Shoshone moniker for the 
place, Pah-Rimpi (Water Rock), Pahrump 
earned its permanency on official maps 
thanks to the network of artesian wells in 
the area. Cotton, alfalfa and livestock all 
became part of the economic scene in the 
early days, but the real boom came later 
when the world discovered Las Vegas. 
Pahrump’s close proximity to the casino 
tables ensured an economic spin-off effect 
that still makes music in the town’s cash 
registers.

For more information, visit  
www.pahrumpnv.org/.

To find out more about vacationing  
in Nevada, www.travelnevada.com/. 

Pahrump
An oasis  

in the Nevada desert

Death Valley National Park is just an hour or so away from Pahrump’s city limits 
(Photos by Peter Wilson)

An attractive cooling-off spot in one of Pahrump’s RV parks

Travel

PETER 
WIlSON

Travel
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